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Our overseas seminar

Mashiko Akane
1,Read to go with prior training

I looked into Stanford University before going for an overseas seminar. I especially looked into
the origin of the name Stanford and a famous sculpture of Rodin “The gate of hell”.

Mr. Fujimoto our guide in San Francisco told us the origin of Stanford University’s name in
detail on the bus ride there. The actual Stanford University’s name is Leland Stanford Junior
University. It was named after Stanford Junior who is the founder’s son. He died of typhoid fever
when he was fifteen. His parents mourned for him, and founded the university.

I visited the actual university, and was very surprised at how big it was. I knew that it is the
biggest university in America. However, it was beyond my imagination. I was not able to think of
it as a university because the scale cannot compete with universities in Japan. The style of the
school building was unified, it was shining in San Francisco where the weather was good, and it
was very beautiful.

Stanford University has seven different schools: business, earth sciences, education,
engineering, humanities and sciences, law and medicine school. These are connected with each
other. Students can study various subjects. In other words, they learn not only one subject but
also various either subjects that are concerned with their major. I think that is important to
deepen one’s education.

I heard that the department of engineering is the best in America. We looked around the
materials science laboratory. There was a lot of equipment I had never seen before there.
Students told us about their studies. The speech was exciting for me. The study of fuel cell
batteries will help us live better in the near future.

The tour of Stanford University was very motivational.

2, My memories in Washington

The Smithsonian museum is one of the most impressive
places in D.C.

I particularly enjoyed the National Museum of Natural
History because I am interested in creatures.

The ocean area was very exciting. I felt a little
disappointed because a male giant squid was smaller
than I thought. However the female giant squid was very
big. The body was smaller than I thought, but its legs

were much longer than I thought. National Museum of Natural History
I had not been too interested in minerals until I saw the

hope diamond. The hope diamond is famous for
supposedly being cursed, but it was very beautiful and graceful. I could not think that it actually
has a curse. Other minerals were also very beautiful. I'm glad I got to know beautiful minerals.

I can’t forget the National Air and Space Museum. Mr. Okamura told us about combat planes
and war there. His speech made me think about war. We should ponder about what Japan did in
the war. If my grandfather had ridden an “Ohka”, my mother would not exist now. When I think
of myself, I can’t think that I have anything to do with war. I have never learned about the war in

detail. From now on, I want to learn more about the war or WW I .

— 105 —



3, My memories in Boston

It was motivational for me to look around the Harvard Medical Area. Little did I think we would
look at a mouse’s brain! Mr. Watanabe’s speech was interesting. I was a little interested in
neurology. I was glad that we could learn about neurology like that. Ms. Saikawa’s speech was
also interesting. I was surprised to hear that she discovered an element of hippopotamus’ sweat. I
thought that it is important to have many questions around me.

I can’t thank Mr. and Mrs. Arai enough. We couldn’t look around Tufts University, but they told
us about their research in the hotel. I think it was very good that they told us in that atmosphere.
I asked them how we should study English with my friend after their presentation. They
answered my question kindly. It was very beneficial. They gave us their email addresses. I sent

emails to them after I returned home. I want to keep in touch with them.

4, My memories in San Francisco

We visited NASA first in San Francisco. Each researcher at NASA gave a lecture on their
research in English to us. It was hard for me to understand the lecture. However, it was very
fruitful. I was really interested in the astrobiology part of the lecture. I had not known about
astrobiology when I heard the lecture. I thought that space and its relationship with living things
was very mysterious. I wanted to know more about astrobiology. I felt that I really wanted to
study space. I was really happy to look around NASA. Everything was stimulating for me! Space

is really amazing!

5,My impression through the whole

I feel fortunate that I was able to have such a valuable
experience. I think it is important to learn English. I
couldn’t speak English well in America. It really opened
my eyes that I need to study English harder. English is a
means of communication with lots of people throughout
the world. I want to learn more English and be able to

communicate with lots of people. I will not be able to get

to speak English well immediately, but I want to do my
best. If you give it you best, you can do it. I'll make use of RN
the advice Mr. And Mrs. Arai gave me. k\\\ e '

I looked at many museums and universities in America. Stanford University.

I learned about science and America there. It was only a
small part of America. However, the experience greatly
influenced my mind. I wanted to pay more attention to foreign countries from now on.

I became more interested in science through this overseas seminar. There are good places in
foreign countries but also in Japan. It was good to see that a lot of Japanese people played an
active part in foreign countries. There are a lot of things that I should study from now on. I want
to continue making an effort like them.

Finally I want to thank all the people concerned with this overseas seminar. Thank you very

much for valuable experiences.
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